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These German-Russian self-styled "masters of the land of Eussia"
were the richest landowners in Russia and in all the world. Nicholas II
and his family owned about 100,000,000 des.siatins of land.

Intellectually limited and mediocre, this "Emperor of All Russia"
was endowed with absolute power. He was weak-willed, vindictive,
and cruel. He demanded that the revolutionary movement be sup."
pressed by ruthless shootings and executions. When a general who had
been sent to crush an uprising reported to the tsar that the number of
killed was small, the tsar angrily announced: "Not enough blood, gen-
eral I" and dismissed him.

Nicholas II was an unmitigated adherent of the inviolability of
autocracy and Orthodoxy. At a reception of a zemstvo deputation in
1895 Nicholas declared; "There have been heard the voices of people lured
by senseless dreams of representatives of the zomstvos sharing in the
conduct of internal affairs. Let it be known to all that I will maintain
the principle of autocracy as firmly and steadfastly as did my late
father."

Nicholas IPs reign began with a bloody catastrophe. A popular
fete had been arranged in Khodyrika field during the coronation cere-
monies in Moscow in 1896. Attracted by rumours of royal gifts, huge
crowds of people flocked to Khodynka. The ground, cut by ditches and
gullies, had been carelessly levelled out. The government took no meas-
ures to assure the maintenance of order, with the result that a large
number of men, women and children, estimated at some tens of thou-
sands, were crushed and trampled to death. This disaster earned for
Nicholas II the popular epithet of The Bloody. In the morning after
the catastrophe Nicholas II accompanied by his wife and foreign
guests arrived on the scene. The dead bodies had already been removed,
and sand sprinkled over the bloodstains. That evening Nicholas and
Alexandra Fyodorovna danced at the ball as if nothing whatever had
happened.

Nicholas II continued the reactionary policy of his father, whose
ministers retained their posts. Particularly reactionary was tsarism's
policy towards the oppressed peoples.

The tsarist government launched a crusade against the autonomy
of Finland, General Bobrikov, who proclaimed the autonomy of Fin-
land to be "an invention of pernicious elements" was appointed gover-
nor-general of Finland. Plehve, a rank reactionary, was appointed
State Secretary for Finland, On the insistence'of Bobrikov and Plehve,
Nicholas II promulgated a manifesto in 1899 restricting the rights, of
the Finnish Diet. In Poland the tsarist authorities dealt ruthlessly
with the main revolutionary force, the proletariat.

Tsarism prosecuted a harsh colonial policy in the Caucasus. The
tsarist viceroy, Prince Golitsyn, persecuted the Armenians. The Arme-
nian schools weie closed, the property of the Armenian church con-